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Solar supports 3,700 jobs across Washington in manufacturing, distribution, design, and 
installation. These are well-paying jobs in a growing industry that can’t be outsourced. 
 

1. $1 on solar leads to $16-$20 in local economic activity  
In the 2017 Solar Bill, every dollar that Washington spends on solar incentives will generate $16-20 of 
local economic activity in our communities, according to research by Western Washington University’s 
Center for Economic and Business Research. This includes solar manufacturing, installing, tax dollars 
saved through the federal solar tax credit, and more. See the map on the following page. 

 
2. 5x more cost-effective for the state budget than the status quo 

The 2017 Solar Bill proposes a much more cost-effective way for Washington to get as much solar 
power as possible. The 2017 Solar Bill will give Washington ~5x more solar power per dollar than our 
budget is currently paying under the old 2006 law. If the 2017 Solar Bill doesn’t pass, the 2006 system 
will stand, and Washington will continue under the old, inefficient system.  

 

3. Our energy dollars stay in Washington 
Solar can help power our growing fleet of electric vehicles, keeping carbon in the ground and our fuel 
dollars at home. The Northwest Power and Conservation Council finds that “by 2035 we could keep $2 
billion dollars per year in the region, mainly by reducing the amount of gasoline purchased from 
producers outside the region.” Driving on solar not only cuts pollution, it also keeps dollars local. 
 

4. Solar costs are a drop in the bucket 
The 2017 Solar Bill repeals the sales tax exemption for solar systems under 10kW one year ahead of 
schedule. Re-activating sales tax in the 2017 Solar Bill will pay for most of the solar program costs in 
the first biennium, and will help to further offset costs in the years beyond. Overall, the cost of the new 
solar program represents only one-twentieth of a percent (0.053%) of the state budget. 

SOLAR MEANS BUSINESS 

http://www.solarinstallersofwa.org/siw-news/study-released-assessing-the-economic-impact-of-the-solar-energy-incentive-program-introduced-in-the-original-version-of-house-bill-23462322976
http://www.solarinstallersofwa.org/siw-news/study-released-assessing-the-economic-impact-of-the-solar-energy-incentive-program-introduced-in-the-original-version-of-house-bill-23462322976
http://www.nwcouncil.org/news/blog/electric-vehicle-charging
http://www.nwcouncil.org/news/blog/electric-vehicle-charging
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Solar Creates Jobs Across Washington 
 

5. Solar avoids a lot of costs 
Solar offsets climate-polluting fuels in powering our buildings and cars, avoiding the cost and pollution 
of further coal, natural gas, and nuclear power plants. And unlike those fuel sources, solar power 
requires no fuels costs or expensive insurance against price swings – sunshine is free.  
 
Switching from fossil fuels to clean energy is also better for our health, reducing lost workdays and 
even early deaths. Studies show that fossil fuels cost our economy between $361.7 billion and $886.5 
billion each year in healthcare bills, up to 6% of our country’s GDP. Cutting climate pollution means 
lowering the costs of adapting to climate change, like building seawalls and fighting wilder wildfires. An 
average-sized residential solar system in Washington (7.5kW) prevents 2,000 trees’ worth of carbon 
pollution each year. That means that thanks to the more than 80 MW of solar already installed across 
Washington, our state has already saved over 16 million trees’ worth of carbon pollution.  
 
Finally, solar makes Washington more energy independent. With more homes and businesses going 
solar, Washington’s utility ratepayers avoid the costs of finding other ways to power our growing 
neighborhoods, energy-intensive growth industries, and increasingly electrified transportation. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23246069
https://www3.epa.gov/climatechange/Downloads/method-calculating-carbon-sequestration-trees-urban-and-suburban-settings.pdf
https://www3.epa.gov/climatechange/Downloads/method-calculating-carbon-sequestration-trees-urban-and-suburban-settings.pdf

